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The 18th of April is International Day of Sites and Monuments, 
sometimes mistakenly called “World Heritage Day”. It is also the 
start of the month-long Australian Heritage Festival. So what better 
evening than to hear about and debate the question posed? 
 
The presenters late last year travelled to Europe to research a 
growing personal interest in mining heritage. Sites visited included 
world heritage sites, national heritage sites, tourist sites, mining 
museums, and local history groups. The highlight was time spent at 
Rio Tinto in Andalusia, Spain.  

The presentation will discuss world heritage listings relating to mining 
and metallurgy and Australia’s evolving position. How we value our 
own heritage and present it to the public will influence our future 
acceptance by society.  

                      www.understandingmining.org 
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FÒThe listing recognizes the significance 
of over 130 years of continuous mining 
operations, its contribution to technical 
developments in the field of mining, its 
pioneering role in the development of 
occupational health and safety 
standards, and its early practice of 
regenerating the environment in and 
around mining operations Ó
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